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Powerful, flexible, open-source and free R statistical software has made enormous inroads in
environmental epidemiology research. With more than 1600 tailor-made libraries and extensive
graphics capabilities R can help you to understand your data like no other statistical software.
Specific libraries exist for time series analysis, analyzing epidemiological data, creating maps
and directly connecting to a multitude of external databases.

But R, somewhat famously, has a steep learning curve that can be a barrier to first-time users,
even those with extensive statistical experience with, for example, SAS. The goal of this
workshop is to get participants up and running with R, to provide users with enough background
to begin manipulating data, preparing graphics and conducting simple statistics. Data from
environmental epidemiology will be used in examples. Users will also learn how to install
libraries and where to go to learn more about R.

Finally, the instructors will demonstrate some of the deep functionality provided by R including
advanced graphics, time series analysis and spatial data manipulation. The instructors will also
discuss some of R’s limitations.

Details of the Workshop

Expected number of participants: approximately 15. Participants are asked to bring their laptops
and follow instructions for installation of R and a limited number of libraries in advance of the
workshop.

Instructions as well as additional background materials and an agenda will be made available at
http://www.zevross.com/isee2011/ shortly before the workshop.
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